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ConnectED CatholicED Conference 2026 - Davao

Conference Title: Walking Together in Mission
Theme: Making Synodality Alive in Catholic Education Communities through
Formation, Presence, and Mission

Professional Development and Seminar for Professional Teachers presented by Davao
Association of Catholic Schools, Bayard Philippines, and ConnectED CatholicED

Date: January 17, 2026 (7:00 AM-5:00 PM)
Venue: Assumption College of Davao, Davao City
CPD: PRC Accredited with 4.5 Credit Units for Professional Teachers (PTR-2021-338-11410)

Target Participants:
e All Teachers
e Student Formation Coordinators and Campus Ministry Teams
e Catholic School Leaders and Administrators

Conference Description:

The ConnectED CatholicED Conference 2026 - Davao, themed Walking Together in
Mission: Making Synodality Alive in Catholic Education Communities through
Formation, Presence, and Mission, is a full-day professional development training for
Catholic educators in basic and higher education, school leaders, and student formation
teams. The program is designed to strengthen teacher competencies in integrating synodality
into classroom practice and school culture, particularly in the areas of student character
formation, spiritual development, and values-based education.

Through four plenary sessions, participants will gain practical strategies and frameworks for:

1) translating theological and ecclesial foundations of synodality into responsive
pedagogy;

(2) addressing the current learning needs of students in identity formation, digital
culture, and emotional well-being;

(3) applying pastoral presence as a tool for teaching, mentoring, and leadership; and

(4) creating concrete classroom and school initiatives that foster participation,
collaboration, and mission-oriented learning.
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The conference also includes guided reflection, dialogue, and peer sharing, ensuring that
participants leave with actionable insights and classroom-ready approaches that enrich both
professional practice and student learning outcomes.
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Walking Together in Mission

A Conference on Making Synodality Alive in Catholic Education
Communities through Formation, Presence, and Mission
JANUARY 17, 2026 7:00 AM-5:00 PM Q ASSUMPTION COLLEGE OF DAVAO, DAVAO CITY

CPD 4.5 CREDIT UNITS

PTR-2021-338-11410.

KEYNOTE AND PLENARY SPEAKERS:
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FACULTY MEMBER AND ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL SCHOOL DIRECTOR FACULTY MEMBER AND AUTHOR AND SPEAKER
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Full-Day Program Schedule

Time Activity
6:00 AM Registration begins
7:00-7:45 AM Holy Mass
Presider: Fr. Russell A. Bantiles, PhD
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Davao
7:45-8:00 AM Opening Program
8:00-9:30 AM Opening Keynote: “From Theology to Classroom Practice: Living

Synodality in Catholic Education”

Mr. Leo-Martin Angelo R. Ocampo

Faculty Member of the Institute of Religion

Research Associate at the Center for Theology, Religious Studies,
and Ethics

University of Santo Tomas, Manila

9:30-10:00 AM

Morning Break

10:00-11:30 AM

Plenary 1: “Forming Hearts and Minds: Responding to the
Spiritual, Digital, and Emotional Needs of Learners”

Dr. Samuel F. Macagba III
Assistant Principal for Formation
Xavier University-Ateneo de Cagayan

11:30 AM-12:00 NN

Sponsors Presentations

12:00 NN - 1:00 PM

Lunch Break

1:00-2:30 PM

Plenary 2: The Educator’s Presence as Ministry: Teaching,
Leading, and Accompanying with Compassion

Dr. Rudelyn Demerin

School Director

Institucion Teresiana de Educacion y Cultura, Inc. (Saint Pedro
Poveda College)

2:30-3:00 PM

Afternoon Break
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3:00-4:30 PM

Closing Keynote: Mission-Oriented Schools: Practical Pathways
to Synodality in a Changing World

Mr. Ivan Efreaim A. Gozum
Faculty Member, Institute of Religion and Research Associate

Research Center for Theology, Religious Studies, and Ethics
University of Santo Tomas

4:30-4:45 PM

Closing Program and Conference Evaluation

4:45-5:00 PM

Final Blessing and Commitment




