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Introduction

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to the one hope of your calling”

FD 1. Every new step in the life of the Church is a return to the source . It
IS a renewed experience of the disciples 6 encounter with the Risen
One in the Upper Room on Easter evening. Like them, during this
synodal Assembly, we, too, felt enfolded in His mercy and drawn to His
beauty. We felt His presence in our midst as we lived conversation in the
Spirit and listened to one another: the presence of He, who, in bestowing

the Holy Spirit, continues to build among His people a unity that establishes

Mﬁﬁ harmony amidst differences
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t yaodal journey of the Catholic Church
"1's and must Dbe ecumen

just as the ecumenical journey iIs  synodal u
(Pope Francis, Address to His Holiness Mar Awa lll, 19 November 2022).

o« The Invitation to cross-read the Council of Nicaea and the Synod on
Synodality 2021-2024 as two examples of a synodal ecumenical
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O n @ the most significant fruits of the Synod 2021  -2024
has been the intensity of ecumenical zeal p ( F D

* FD Final Document
of the Second
Session of the XVI
Ordinary General

B Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops

https://www.synod.v
d a/en/news/final-
document-of-the-xvi-
assembly.html




The Synod on Synodality : a new ~ Kairos u for ecumenism

" The incredible ecumenical potential of the synod L fraternal delegate

A significant milestone in inter-church relations

Opening new pathways for Christian unity

Deep perspectives on an understanding of communion widened by the discerning
experience of the synod

Moving beyond dialogue to concrete collaboration and shared experiences of
discernment in common

| 3

Mﬁﬁg 4

FD 40. We reaffirm the commitment of the Catholic Church to continue and
intensify the ecumenical journey with other Christians by virtue of our common
Baptism and in response to the call to live together the communion and unity among
disciples for which Christ prayed at the Last Supper (cf. Jn 17:20-26). The Assembly
welcomes with joy and gratitude the progress in ecumenical relations of the past sixty

years, as well as the dialogue documents and declarations expressing the common
faith.

www.synod.va



2025: the 1700th Anniversary of The Council of  Nicaea,
a foundational event for Christians and synodality
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1700 Years of Nicaea

A Foundational Event

R The first ecumenical council (325 AD)
R Formulated the symbol of faith uniting all Christians

R Inaugurated a synodal path for the Church

"Not merely an event of the past but a compass that must continue to guide us towards the full visible unity of

Christians."

0 Pope Leo XIV

P i | celebrating Nicaea, we are gathering together and celebrating the entire
ﬂ'ﬁﬂi synodal process that preceded and culminated in the Ecumenical Council .0 CTI

www.synod.va



2025 as an opportunity for ecumenism and synodality

FD 139. In 2025, the Year of Jubilee, we will also celebrate the anniversary of the
Council of Nicaea, the First Ecumenical Council at which the symbol of the faith that
unites all Christians was formulated. The preparation and joint commemoration of the
1700th anniversary of this event should be an opportunity to deepen and confess
together our faith in Christ and to put into practice forms of synodality among
Christians of all traditions . It will also be an opportunity to launch bold initiatives for a
common date for Easter so that we can celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord on the
same day, as will happen, providentially, in 2025. This will give greater missionary
strength to the proclamation of Him, who is the life and salvation of the whole world.
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What has beerfor you
an ecumenical gift received
during this year of the Jubilee of Nicaea?
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The Path So Far
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Synodality and Ecumenism

Synodality as a gift for ecumenism and ecumenism as a gift for synodality

www.synod.va
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M’&ﬁi Not a method, but the very nature of the Church
yroda’ Churos

A definition of synodality

"Synodality is the walking together of Christians with Christ and
towards G o d Xigdom, in union with all humanity . Orientated towards
mission, synodality involves gathering at all levels of the Church for mutual
listening, dialogue, and community discernment. It also involves reaching
consensus as an expression of Christ rendering Himself present, He who is
alive in the Spirit. Furthermore, it consists in reaching decisions
according to differentiated co-responsibilities . Along these lines, we can
understand better what it means to say that synodality is a constitutive
dimension of the Church (cf. ITC 1).

(FD §28).

Spiritual renewal and structural reform for mission
www.synod.va
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Synodality Reflects the Trinity

' : : he Church as i f the Trini
One Baptism: Foundation of Unity The Church as icon of the Trinity

One Body AOne Spirit AOne Hope
One Lord AOne Faith A

Ephesians 4:4-6

Baptismal Ecclesiology Synodality Connection
All share equal dignity before any division in status or ministry Baptismal communion becomes lived reality in synodal
practices

www.synod.va



Becoming a synodal Church : a path of conversion
« A path qf spiritual renewa_l ‘anpl structural ~ reform for mission p (FD28)
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The same spiritual attitudes for synodality and ecumenism

Listening

Learning

Dialogue and encounter

Facing tensions in a generative way
An exchange of gifts

FD 23 Ecumenism is, first and foremost, a matter of spiritual renewal. It demands processes of
repentance and the healing of memories of past wounds and, where necessary, finding the courage to offer
fraternal correction in a spirit of evangelical charity. The Assembly resounded with profound testimonies by
Christians of different ecclesial traditions who share friendship and prayer, live together in community, are
committed to serving those living in various forms of poverty, and care for our common home. In many regions
of the world, there is, above all, the ecumenism of blood: Christians of different backgrounds who together give
their lives for faith in Jesus Christ. The witness of their martyrdom is more eloquent than any word: unity
comes from the Cross of the Lord.

www.synod.va



Synodality and ecumenism as a hermeneutical process

A hermeneutical path : synodal processes and ecumenical dialogue are a process to name the
mystery, to find language to express notions and concepts based on an experience that is richer than
the possible words

The synodal posture

- A posture of humility and
"decentering"

- Being one among others in the
people of god

- Adopting an accompaniment
approach

- Developing a listening and
interpretative attitude

- The importance of mutuality

www.synod.va




A creative path of inculturation

www.synod.va




An experienceof t he ~exchange of gi

For ecumenism : the formula”™ e x ¢ h afig g €id astechnical expression qualifying an
ecumenical attitude which recognizes other churches as full partners towards visible
unity.
For Synodality in the IL + FD : The notion of the exchange of gifts between local
churches

Sharing spiritual and theological traditions

Learning from different ecclesial practices

Mutual enrichment through diverse perspectives

Recognizing the value in different church traditions

FD122. The exchange of gifts is of crucial significance in the journey towards full and visible unity among all Churches and Christian
communions . Moreover, it represents an effective sign of the unity in the faith and love of Christ that promotes both the credibility and the impact of
the Christian mission (cf. Jn 17:21). Saint John Paul 1l applied the following expression to ecumenical dialogue: ©~ Di a | iDnptsienply an exchange
of ideas. In some way it is always an2 e x ¢ haf g g €& {U&S 28). Previous and ongoing efforts to incarnate the one Gospel by various Christian
traditions within a diversity of cultural contexts, historical circumstances and social challenges - attending to the Word of God and the voice of the
Holy Spirit - have generated abundant fruit in holiness, charity, spirituality, theology, social and cultural solidarity. The time has come to treasure
these precious riches: with generosity, sincerity, without prejudice, with gratitude to the Lord, and with mutual openness, gifting them to one another
without assuming they are our exclusive property. The example of the saints and witnesses to the faith from other Christian Churches and
Communions is also a gift that we can receive, including by inserting their memorial - especially that of the martyrs - into our liturgical calendar.
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The presence and role of fraternal delegates

5 Experienced and recognized as a richness

z  FD138. The richness of the participation of Fraternal Delegates from other Churches and Christian
Communions at the synodal Assembly invites us to pay more attention to the synodal practices of our
ecumenical partners, both in the East and in the West. Ecumenical dialogue is fundamental to developing an
understanding of synodality and the unity of the Church.

z  FD40. The patrticipation of the Fraternal Delegates enriched the proceedings of the Assembly , and we
look forward to the next steps on the path towards full communion through the incorporation of the fruits of the
ecumenical journey into ecclesial practices

www.synod.va




Relationships, encounter and mutual understanding

With synodality , an emphasis on relationships and mutuality
Direct encounters between church representatives during 2 months
Building personal relationships and trust, fostering fraternity in Christ
Creating spaces for shared experiences and deep conversations
Breaking down historical barriers and prejudices
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