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Summary 

As noted in the Instrumentum Laboris (no. 58-59), all the reports of the continental assemblies 

indicated a need for formation for synodality. The literature echoes this need for formation but 

pays it little in-depth attention. Indeed, when formation does appear, it is a prescription rather than 

the subject of investigation. The literature therefore does not generally engage in the evaluation of 

concrete proposals for formation. 

The following key themes emerge. Firstly, formation is often rooted in the particular needs of local 

churches, which necessitates a “healthy decentralization” for effective implementation. Secondly, 

the literature emphasizes the importance of experiential and affective formation in contrast to more 

didactic, information-based models. A few other issues are elaborated below. 

Detailed Analysis 

Statistics 

• Nearly 250/651 articles mention formation, but only about 15 have more than 10 references 

to formation. Thus, formation is not explored much in the literature. 

• Some of the more concrete proposals––which are further elaborated below––come from the 

field of religious education (Lamont and Sullivan), but the contributions from this field 

remain few in number. 



2 

Formation of whom? And what sort of formation? 

• There are two clear audiences for formation with distinct needs and problems: laity 

(Clifford and Lamont) and clergy (Kochuthara and Costadoat).  

• In the context of youth ministry and synodal listening practices, two authors call for an 

experiential formation (Lamont, Silva Coelho). Questioning whether Christian truth is mere 

knowledge meant to be deposited in the minds of those being formed, the authors push for 

a more incarnated, affective conception of Christian truth. 

• Kochuthara and Costadoat apply a similar analysis to seminary formation. Commenting on 

the sexual abuse crisis and clericalism, they plea for a more holistic and affective formation 

that involves laypeople in seminary formation, “including women and families” 

(Kochuthara).   

• Sullivan argues for formation in friendship. He explains that the frankness of speech 

demanded by synodality requires friendship if it is not to devolve into fighting and politics. 

For this virtue of friendship, we should cultivate spaces for informal relationships in our 

communities.  

• The precise form of the Church’s missionary activity is an unresolved tension for 

formation. Do we form with the aim of restoring church attendance, or do we form for 

novel forms of Christian communities? (Clifford) 

• There is also a need to consider formation for ecumenism for both clergy and laity in 

increasingly plural religious contexts (Arenas). 

• Finally, Clifford highlights that the lack of financial resources limits the Church’s capacity 

to invest in lay and clerical formation.  
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